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LIEUTENANT-COLONEL PERSIPOE FRAZER, OF PENN- 
SYLVANIA, DID NOT BREAK HIS PAROLE. 

"September 21, 1893. 
" To the Editor op the Pennsylvania Magazine : 

"Dear Sir, — In turning over the just-issued number of 
the Pennsylvania Magazine for October, 1893, 1 find the 
second instalment of an article by Mr. W. C. Ford, called 
'British and American Prisoners of "War.' On page 320 
occurs a list of officers ' taken from the return of these who 
deserted their parole.' I do not know the origin of the 
documents which Mr. Ford is printing, but of the falsity 
of the statement, so far as it concerns my great-grandfather, 
I have the most abundant proofs. 

" I send with this copies of three documents (the originals 
are in my possession) which, in connection with papers here- 
tofore published and bearing on this old and short-lived con- 
troversy, will set every doubt at rest. The evidence of the 
following facts is conclusive. First, that no paroles were 
signed by Colonel Frazer and Major Williams. Second, 
that in the cases where paroles were actually signed by offi- 
cers on condition that they would be released from confine- 
ment, they were not so released, but, on the contrary, held 
more strictly than ever; while at the same time, in spite of 
their demands and protests, their paroles were not returned 
to them. Third, this latter violation of the agreement by 
the captors vitiated the contract and released the prisoners 
from the promise contained in their paroles. Fourth, on 
the escape of Colonel Frazer and Major Hannum from 
Philadelphia, they made their way to the head-quarters of 
General Washington, where, ' upon a just and particular 
account of the circumstances' of their confinement and 
escape before his Excellency, Lord Stirling, and a number 
of other gentlemen of the army, the escape was unani- 
mously pronounced in every respect justifiable. 

" I would suggest that where papers involving charges of 
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this kind are printed, a foot-note be added explaining the 
circumstance ; or if the author of the paper be ignorant of 
the facts, that he proceed on the assumption, in the absence 
of proof to the contrary, that the Continental officers were 
men of honor and gentlemen, and that he explain to the 
readers the unfriendly origin of the statement. 

" Very truly, 

" Persifor Frazer." 

Found among General Frazer's papers. 

" I the subscriber assistant Commissary of Prisoners do 
declare upon oath, that on or about the 25th of Feby. last. 
I received Orders from Mr. Gordon, Surgeon attending the 
prisoners to take several officers on their parole at Sick 
Quarters into confinement, among which number was Lt. 
Col. Frazer and Major "Williams whom I accordingly in- 
formed, that by the Doctors orders they were ordered into 
confinement, but at the same time told them, that the offi- 
cers having now the privilege of their parole to remain in 
the Swan tavern they might either go there on giving their 
parole for that purpose or return into confinement that they 
agreed willingly to go to the Swan on the terms prescribed 
to the others, that I did in consequence of this fill up paroles 
for Lt. Col. Frazer and Major "Williams in their presence 
but whether those paroles were signed by one or both of 
those Officers or what afterwards became of those paroles 
I cannot fully recollect, duty calling me away at that time, 
but must nevertheless think they were signed and left on 
the table by mistake or through hurry and that the afore- 
said Lt. Col. Frazer and Major Williams remained in the 
said Golden Swan three weeks before they Broke their Pa- 
roles, as did Col. Hannum who broke his Parole at the same 
time and whose parole is present 

" Wm. Serrett 
" Ass. Corny. 

" Sworn this 26th day of March, 1778 before me 

" Daniel Coxe 
[Copy.] " Mg. Police" 
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" I the subscriber do declare upon Oath that Lieut. Col. 
Frazer and Major Williams prisoners of War to the Kings 
Army did remain three weeks or thereabouts in a house 
call'd the Golden Swan in this City with a number of pris- 
oners on Parole — That the said Frazer and Williams were 
understood by me to all intents and purposes as upon parole, 
my assistant having assured me that their paroles were duly 
taken, that they were well informed of every circumstance 
relating to the Nature of the parole granted to the other 
Officers in said House, which I had fully explained in the 
presence and hearing of the said Frazer and Williams 
neither of whom expressed any objections nor dissatisfac- 
tion with the Conditions thereof, though a few others did 
and were consequently depriv'd of the advantage of the 
parole but notwithstanding this the above named Frazer 
and Williams have furtively absented themselves from said 
house, in breach of those ties of Honor ever held sacred by 
Gentlemen. 

" W. Hugh Ferguson. 

" Sworn this 26th day of March 1778 before me 

"Danl. Coxe. 
[Copy.] " Mg. Police" 

Rough draft in the handwriting of Colonel Frazer, and 
probably addressed to the Military Board which he requested 
to make inquiry into the circumstances. 

" Sirs 

" I have just been inform'd that the British Commission- 
ers have made a demand that I shall be delivered up, al- 
leging that I have made my escape from Philada. being on 
Parole. I will in as concise a manner as possible mention 
the transactions and leave it to you, them, & the World to 
Judge whether I have in the least punctilio deviated from 
the Character of a Gentleman & American Officer. 

" I had been in close confinement in the State House and 
Few Gaol near four Months ; for want of my Usual Exer- 
cise and the extreme badness of the air in the latter place, 
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I was afflicted with an obstruction in my Lungs, on my 
frequent application to the physician who attended the pris- 
oners, he, (after I had taken Medicine near 2 Weeks) rec- 
ommended me to Sick Quarters in the City. I signed my 
Parole for that purpose about the 20th January, & though 
the parole specified my being restricted to the limits of the 
City I had notwithstanding private instructions from a 
Deputy of Mr. Ferguson that I was not to leave my lodgings, 
though moderate exercise was absolutely necessary for my 

recovery 

" I remain'd in this situation until the 28th February 
when I received notice from the afores'd deputy that he had 
orders to put me again into confinement, he indulg'd me till 
3 o'Clock that afternoon when with another Gentleman in 
the same circumstances, I went to the Golden Swan in 
third Street, and was received by Mr. Deputy & ordered to 
our Room up Stairs. Into this House abt 10 days before a 
Number of Officers had been removed from the New Gaol, 
upon their signing their Parole not to leave the House with- 
out leave ; many favours and indulgences being promised 
them by Mr. Ferguson as I was informed by them but the 
restrictions were here much greater than they had been 
either at the State house or Gaol. The Moment I became 
acquainted with their situation I determined not to sign a 
parole under such disgracefull circumstances; but 

fortunately for myself & some others, a parole was not de- 
manded of us, yet it must have been intirely through neglect, 
for every other Officer who was ordered in from their quar- 
ters in the City, their Paroles were imediately demanded — 
In this situation I remained 17 days & would have made my 
escape much sooner but that I understood an Exchange of 
Prisoners was likely to take place, but when we were in- 
formed by Mr. Ferguson that this illusion had vanished I 
proposed to make use of the first opportunity to escape 
which I thank God I have effected — without any kind of 
dishonour to myself or my Country. The parole which I 
signed on being admitted to Lodgings in the City for the 
benefit of my Health is now made use of most basely & un- 
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generously, to stigmatize my character and serve as a pre- 
text to justify the Cruel treatment of many worthy Officers 
now confined in Philada. Mr. Ferguson is not ignorant 
that he or his deputy's has or had two, three & four paroles 
in their possession at one time, for seperate Officers, who 
had been admitted for the benefit of their health at divers 
times into the City, & which I have frequently heard them 
demand of him and his deputy without effect, when they 
have afterwards been brought into confinement, and should 
any of them escape from the New Gaol he might with as 
much propriety charge them with a breach of Honor as me. 
— The Golden Swan was to every intent a prison, Centrys 
were fixed in the front and Rear of the House with orders 
to suffer no person to speak to the prisoners, neither to 
speak with them themselves, they had their Bayonetts fix'd 
& constantly loaded their pieces at sun set. Our nearest 
connexions & acquaintances were refused the satisfaction of 
speaking with us. — And it was often with much difficulty 
our Victuals & Cloathing could be brought to the end of the 
alley, that led to the Passage to our apartments, & then both 
examined in the strictest manner for fear of intelligence 
being convey'd, Many of the Officers have been treated 
with the grossest insult by the guard. , A stinking stable 
yard to walk in a few at a time, & looking out of the door 
and windows were all the Liberty, we were suff'er'd to take 
& the Town Major was heard the day I left them to repri- 
mand the Sergeant for suffering " those Fellows" (as he 
called Us) " to have so much Liberty," — A few days after my 
confinement in the House, my Wife came to Philada. I 
wrote to Mr. Ferguson for Liberty to see her, which he in- 
formed me was not in his power to grant though I had been 
indulged in a similar request by the Officer of the guard 
when in the New Gaol. Mr. Ferguson cannot forget this, 
and yet he would insinuate I was under parole, Neither 
parole nor any Conditions whatever were demanded of me 
and out of upwards of Sixty there were but three or four 
of Us in that situation, who all happend to be ordered into 
confinement the same day — Surely He cannot be serious if 
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he means that I was bound by Parole dated about the 20th 
January. I apprehend any Gentleman of Candor either 
Friend or Foe will be of the opinion that the moment I 
was confined it was no longer in the least obligatory. — The 
facts here stated are most scrupulously true & am sorry to 
add that this charge should be made use of among many 
others equally groundless, to justify at different times the 
severe treatment of many worthy Gentlemen now in con- 
finement in Philada. And I do with pleasure mention that 
during Six Months that I was a prisoner I never knew an 
Officer make a bad use of any indulgence and I was well 
acquainted with their transactions — " 

Copy of affidavit of Colonel Frazer (probably read before 
the Board of Inquiry). 

" I Persifor Frazer late Lieutenant Colonel of the fifth 
Pensylvania Regimt. do declare that being a prisoner in the 
New Gaol when the Enemy were in possession of Philada. 
in company with Colonel John Hannum & several other 
American Officers that abt. the 20th day of January 1778 
I obtain'd a parole to go to Sick Quarters in the City my' 
health being impaired — that I remained in that situation un- 
till about the last of Feby. followg. that during this time the 
other Gentlemen who were in confinement with me obtain'd 
Liberty as I was inform'd to go to the Swan Tavern in third 
Street. At the time last mention'd myself and Colonel Mar- 
bury who log'd together and the next day Major "Williams 
were ordered into confinement in the afores'd. place — that 
when I convers'd with the Officers who had been there be- 
fore me I understood from them they had been persuaded to 
sign paroles having been promis'd great Libertys which I 
found had in every respect been Violated — As they — as well 
as myself in every respect as much prisoners there as ever we 
had been before — that no paroles were demanded from me 
nor, as I understood, from Major "Williams and Colonel Mar- 
bury. That during my confinement at this place Mr. Fergu- 
son the British Commiss'y of Prisoners came into the Room 
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where Colonel Hannum and myself and other prisoners were 
when Col. Hannum complained that the priveleges promised 
by Mr. Ferguson to him & the other officers at the time of 
their removal to that place had not been comply'd with & 
mentioned many hardships we at that time suffered, upon 
the relating of which Mr. Ferguson seem'd very much sur- 
pris'd and said the Guards had misunderstood their orders 
but that he would explain the matter to them & that for the 
future We should have more Liberty, that the Guards were 
only plac'd to prevent us from insult. For a few hours 
after this conversation we were suffered to speak to some 
friends who came to visit us — but the same evening the 
Sergeant or Corporal of the Guard informed some of us 
that they had received fresh orders not to suffer us to speak 
to any person or that any person should speak to us, which 
was strictly comply'd with on their part, who frequently 
threatened to Bayonet any persons who offered to hold any 
discourse with us, two centries were also placed at the back 
part of the House & one at the Chamber door upstairs 
where our quarters were, upon relieving their guards we 
were constantly counted over & given in charge to the suc- 
ceeding guard and in the evening we were also counted by 
Mr. Ferguson's deputy and the Sergeant or Corporal of the 
guard — I remained in this situation till the 17th of March 
when I made my escape & understood afterwards Col. Han- 
num & Major Williams follow'd the same evening — When 
we got clear of Philada. we made all possible haste to camp 
& I went to headquarters and upon a just and particular 
account given to his Excell'y Gen'l Washington by Col. 
Hannum of the circumstances of his confinement and escape, 
His Excellency and Lord Sterling and a number of other 
Gentlemen of the army then present thought him in every 
respect justifiable." 

" It is hardly necessary to point out that the deputy Ser- 
rett confesses that he had no paroles signed by Williams 
and Frazer, and that what weight could be given to his 
assertion that he "must nevertheless think," etc., is much 
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more than balanced by the positive denial of Colonel Frazer 
that be signed any such parole. The statement of Mr. Fer- 
guson, that these officers were acting as if they had signed 
paroles (or like all those who did so) until they found an op- 
portunity to escape, and his implication that this course of 
conduct in some way bound them, exhibits a naivete on his 
part which it would be hard to equal in the grim annals of 
our Revolutionary War. 

"Perhaps he would have expected these officers to call 
attention of their captors to the neglect in not getting their 
paroles, and to announce their intention (afterwards carried 
out) of making the guards drunk on St. Patrick's Day, 
March 17, in order the more easily to escape. 

" But General Washington evidently justified the escape 
of Major Hannum (whose signed parole was said to be in 
Ferguson's possession) on the ground that the parole was 
part of a bargain, and that the British part not having been 
carried out, the parole-giver was released from his part. 

" The practical answer in Colonel Frazer's case was his 
prompt appointment to command and promotion. I believe 
the claim was afterwards abandoned by Mr. Ferguson him- 
self, that Colonel Frazer " deserted his parole," and that 
makes it all the more surprising to find it in the paper of 
Mr. Ford. 

" Persifor Frazer." 



